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l~igurc 1. A, s[('llIllled point (sllrl'a('(')~ B, excavated hasal frag-mclll from I'cI10IlC,"" sill;; C, scraper 

from Narc site; D, straligraphy. Narc site; E, main lIliddle Magdalena carly ,,,ilc,'\. 

1999 ()r:II/}(uimws Tem/Jranas en las ?'ltJ'ras Najas Tm!Jim"'.1 rtf'! Ma,e,'dalnw A-ledin, Ymu!6 
itnlioquia. FlllHLwi{lll de Illvcstigaciollcs AnJlwolbgicas Nariollaks I'IAN. Bogot(l, 

!.()pcz. (:. Eo, and P. BO[l'rO 19~):~ 1,<1 Edad y cl Ambknlc del Prc(,cl"{ullico en el Magdalcu:l :r\:h~di(). 

Resultados de lahoratorio del sitio Pel-lOlle,., de Hogol.l.. Hold/II d(' AUt'/.(Jo[0l!/a H( I): I~~-2(). FIAN, HOl-{o1X 

Lhpt:z C. E., L. E. Nielo, and H. Corr('c!la I~)~)H Arquco)ogia de Rescal.e ell la Linea de 

InLerconexi6n San Carlos - Comllllcros. III Arqueo[ogla en ],,',\ludios de hn/HI('/o Atnhirnlol. :? I, 
InLc(oncxi"n Electric" S.J\, ESP" PI" >H-'IH, Medellin, 
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Ontolo (RJE 1577): Another Early-Prehistoric Site 
Sublnerged on the Continental Shelf ofNW Florida 

Brian S. Mrl/f/(,s and Midulel K. Fau.p:ht 

Ontolo (~JEI!l77) is one ol'?'9 subulCl'ged prehistoric sites now kllowu on the 
conliltental sltdj'oj'NW Florida (Fallgltl 199(;; Faughl el ;t1. I~)~)~; Fallgltt 11.d.; 
Marks ~()()~). Tlte sile is located appnlxilualely ~) luu j'['()nl lite 11iOltllt oj'lhe 
modern AIH'illa River, in approxinlatcly !l m 01' seawa\('r, ;t1ong Ille weslern 
margins of lite p;t!eo-cltanltel oj' lite I\n('illa Rivcr (I'rtll'o!lw:iUIf). Based Oll Ihe 
J11lmber o( arti/;Icls ohsel'ved during initi;t1 survcys, it is one 01' lite deusesl 
suhnlCrged preltisloric Itulnau occupation siles enconntered onsltore so Ell' 
(Marks ~OO~; T;t!)()n and Pendlclon ~()()~). Tlte colleelions include artila('ls 
diagnoslic oj' late-Pa!eoindian (Fignre 11\ alld B) aud Inidd!e-I\n:haic age 
(Fignre 1<:-:)), snggestillg ;11 !east two dil"krenl O(TUpation pniods. 

Tlte ex1cnt 01' Ihe ;u'liEwl alTay is Inore 1\t;IU I ~() In easl-west and over 1/0 In 
north-sollth. The ;U'C;\ is ('overed wilh Inarine biOla ;md biogenic (slH:lly) 

sand. Palches OJ'VCl-Y low reliel' rocks «!l cm) ;n'C j'rel!llt'nL The lIatnral 
marginsol'llte sil(' ;In' dd'ined on Ihree sides hy se;1 grass and a sandy plain on 
the west side. Snbholl()I11 prol'ill'r relilote sellsillg Itas reveal(~d several areas 
near lite si te where karst depressions wi Ih preserved sedill len t beds may exisl, 
and survey operalions have indicated of Iter large artiElel cluslers nearby. 

Initial SUrEI<T colleclious ;It Ontolo produ('ed s(~veral diaguosli(' arliElcls 
(Fignl'e I). 01' the art iEt('ls coll(~e(('d, ~O IWln'llt arc tools (u ~ 10:,\), inclnding 
38 hif;lcially Jlaked lools and :I<i 1II1i/;I('ial lools (Marks ~OO~). Expedieut tools 

arc also I're<] I1<'11 t (II = ~l); these inclnde /bkes with side and cud lise wear, 
notches, and SpIll'S. I·:igltt cores Iliake lip 7 percent or all tools. Cortex 
coverage on IIlC artil;lcts is very low, indicating materials were transported to 
the site Ii'oln elsewhere (Marks ~()()~). 

On 1010 is a sllrj'ace array or chipped-Slone artiEtcls Ihat has been untonched 
by hnmans ror thonsands or years, esselltially since the site was completely 
sUbmcrg'ed so\tlelime ann !l,O()() years ago (Faught and Donoghue 1997). 

Brian S. Marks. DepartLlLcnL 01' Authropology. Florida Stale UuivCL'sily, Tallahassee, FL 32306-1234; 
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Fi~urc 1. Diagnostic chipped-stolle tools rOllnd ,II Onl010 ~'IE1577; B lS uniEl(~iaL 

Additioual work is planned at Ontolo to dctennine the depth and charactcr or 
any fll'CS(Tv(~d sedimentary dcposits at lite site. 
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Buried Dalton Occupation in the Upper Alabama 
River Valley, Autauga County, Alabama 

Scott C. Meeks, Samh C. SheTwood, and Kandace D. Detwiler I 

I 
The Pearson site (IAu397) lies in the upper Coastal Plain approximately 2fi 
kill west of Montgomery in sOllth-central Alttauga Connty, Alabama (Figure 
I). TIH~ site was initially recorded and evaluated during compliallce work by 
the University of Alabama, Oflice of Archaeological Research (Oi\.R), (Mceks 
200 I). Snbseq nent archaeological mi tigatiou involving a .t;2-ha port.i(,in of the 
1.8-ha Pearson site by OAR resulted in excavating (;04 lll~ of dcposits, pror!Ilc
ing evidence of 12,000 years of hnl1lan occupation at the site (Meeks eI a1. 
200:1). The earliest deposits include a relatively discrele Dalton oCClq>ation 
directly overlying Pleistoccne gr;lvels. Snch a mnltieomponcllt site with Pleis
tocene/Holocenc transition archaeological Inalcrials had yet. 10 be reported 
for th is region. The investigation illclnded detailed Ii th ic, ,Ircha('obolan ieal, 
and geoan:haeologic,t! aualyses. 

The Pearson site, loclted on thc north bank or the Alabama River, is 
situatcd along the backsidc or a dissccted P1cist(HTne terrace overlooking a 
backwater swamp associated willi. Bear Creek, a \I),lior tributary or thc 
Alabama 1{ivel'. Today ill(' local Pleistocene terraces ,UT discontinuous and 
sq~n]("nlcd, with the locII soils mapped as Quartzsipsalnments I()}'med in 
Pleistoccnc overbank dcposits reworked by eolian processes. Sites in these 
sand-rich depositional environments are oneu dismissed as mixed, with 
poor contex!. Wltile g'CoalTII,wologicIl analyses idcntiried wind-soned sedi
Inellts throughout the str;ltigrapltic scqnencc, gcocllemical ,Ind artil;lct 
spatial and size data all suggest nominal vntical mixing of the ni\tnr;i\ 
tom pou ent s. 

Tlte rlcq)("st ,nTh;]("ological deposit at the silc contains Dalton points and 
nnil';l('(' tools in a 20- to ,\()-cnl-thick ycllowish brown mixed sand, ca. (iO-!)O 

Clll bclow ground snrface. Directly nndnlying the Dalton zone is ,I zone of 
conn:lltrated ronnded gravel most likely related to the late-P1cistoceIH' 
fonllatjon or the terracc seqIH'n(T (Szabo 197:;). Significant increases in 
lotal phosphorns alld organic carbon in tlte Dalton zone suggest a bnri('d 
surrace that most likely rorml"<1 ;IS the lenace stabilized during thc l'leis
tocene/lIolocTne tr'lIlsitioll. Althongh lherc ,n'(' no r,ldiocarbon resnits yet, 
tIle timing or the Dalton occupation ahove tbe gl';lvcl deposit indicates 
deposition or these gravels probably oCClllTed no birr than ca. 10,500 
RCYIW. By this time the i\.lahama River was ell trenched at an elevation of 12
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